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11:00 am (PT) 

 
Welcome & Introduction 
Phil Breitenbucher, FDC Project Director 

11:05 am (PT) 
 

Overview of the 2016 Virtual Classroom Series 
Russ Bermejo, Family Drug Court Learning Academy  

11:20 am (PT) 
 

Meet the Instructors 
Alexis Balkey - Early Screening and Assessment – How Effective FDCs Match Service to Need 

Jane Pfeifer and Srivani Tangella - Governance Structures & Leadership – Is Your FDC Build to Last or Left to Fade? 

Russ Bermejo and Anna Rosales - Parent-Child Relationship – Supporting Families in FDCs  

Ashay Shah and Margaret Lloyd - Data & Information Systems – The Fuel that Drives the FDC Bus 

11:35 am (PT) 

 
FAQ and Discussion 
Russ Bermejo,  Family Drug Court Learning Academy 

11:50 am (PT) 

 
Next Step & Resources 
Srivani Tangella, National FDC TTA Program 

 

Welcome & Webinar Objectives News & Announcements 

Welcome to the 7th year of the Family Drug 

Court Learning Academy.  We are excited to 

offer the 2016 Virtual Classroom Series, which 

will offer new learning opportunities for FDC 

practitioners.  This webinar will provide an 

overview of the Series, including virtual 

classroom format, intended audience, and 

registration process.  We will answer questions 

you might have and introduce the CFF staff who 

will lead the Virtual Classroom sessions.  If you 

have any questions, please feel free to email us 

at fdc@cffutures.org .  “See you in Class!” 

 Register today for the Screening & Assessment and 
Governance Structure & Leadership Virtual 
Classrooms.  Visit the CFF website or FDC Blog to 
register.  

 The FDC Guidelines – Research Update has arrived!  
To download a copy, visit: 
http://www.cffutures.org/resources/publications/guid
ance-states-developing-family-drug-court-guidelines 

 Join us for NADCP Annual Conference (May 31 – June 
4) and CWLA Conference (August 1-3) – both held this 
year in sunny Southern California (Orange County).  

 The National FDC Training and Technical Assistance 
Program is supported by Award 2013-DCBX-K-002 
awarded by the Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency, Office of Justice Programs. 

Webinar Agenda 

mailto:fdc@cffutures.org
http://www.cffutures.org/resources/publications/guidance-states-developing-family-drug-court-guidelines
http://www.cffutures.org/resources/publications/guidance-states-developing-family-drug-court-guidelines


 

 

 

Phil Breitenbucher, MSW 
FDC Project Director, Children and Family Futures 

 
Mr. Breitenbucher is a nationally recognized expert, author and speaker on family drugs courts.  He is 
currently a Director at Children and Family Futures where he manages multiple programs and initiatives.  Mr. 
Breitenbucher currently serves as the Program Director of the U.S. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention’s National Family Drug Court Training and Technical Assistance Program and as Program Director 
for the Prevention and Family Recovery Initiative supported by the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation and 
Duke Endowment.  He has nearly 20 years of experience in the management of public child welfare and 

community-based prevention services, including the implementation and management of three Family Drug Court programs, four 
Family Resource Centers as well as various prevention, diversion and early intervention programs for children and families.  He Co-
Directed the Children Affected by Methamphetamine program supported by the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration.  He managed the design and implementation of an effective national training model, utilizing a wide range of 
computer-based and communications technologies.  He directed the development and co-authored the Family Drug Court Guidelines 
publication and created the nation’s first Family Drug Court Mentor sites.  He serves as a consultant to states and local jurisdiction at 
the National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare.  He is the Vice-President and co-Founder of the California Collaborative 
Justice Courts Foundation.  
 
Mr. Breitenbucher received his Master of Social Work from California State University, San Bernardino, Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 
from California Baptist University and his certificate in Addiction and Recovery from Light University. 
 

 Alexis Balkey, BA, RAS 
Senior Program Associate, Children and Family Futures 
 
Ms. Balkey currently serves as the Program Manager for the National FDC Training and Technical Assistance 
Program at Children and Family Futures, Inc. (CFF).  She assists with project management and reporting tasks to 
compile and synthesize information on the lessons, results and policy and practice innovations of the FDC TTA 
Program.  Additionally, she provides training and technical assistance to FDCs across the nation responding to 
over 900 requests in less than five years.  Ms. Balkey is a Change Leader for the Statewide System Reform 
Initiative aimed at spreading the reach of Family Drug Courts to all families within the child welfare system 
impacted by substance abuse disorders.  Previous to her employment with CFF, Ms. Balkey was the Program 

Manager for Riverside County Family Preservation Court, located in Indio, CA where she successfully managed a Family Drug Court 
with multiple funding streams, including the SAMHSA Children Affected by Methamphetamine (CAM) Federal grant.  Ms. Balkey is an 
instructor for the William R. Mead Academy located in San Diego, CA with a teaching emphasis on case management, criminal justice, 
ethics, gender studies, cultural competency and co-occurring disorders.  
 
Ms. Balkey is a certified addictive disorder counselor by the Breining Institute, College for the Advanced Study of Addictive Disorders 
with robust knowledge of alcohol and other drug treatment programs. Ms. Balkey received a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and 
Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice from Temple University and is currently attending California State University, San Bernardino to 
obtain a Masters of Public Administration. 
 

Jane Pfeifer, MPA 
Senior Program Associate, Children and Family Futures 
 
Ms. Pfeifer currently serves as Senior Program Associate at Children and Family Futures.  In this role, Ms. 
Pfeifer leads the Family Drug Court Mentor Court Project and the Family Drug Court Guidelines Project, and 
provides training and technical assistance to jurisdictions across the U.S.  Previously she has worked in the 
justice system, focusing on systems improvement and collaborative justice. 
 
As a consultant, Ms. Pfeifer has worked with public and private organizations providing training and technical 

assistance, grant writing, and community resource development.  Ms. Pfeifer has served as faculty to national organizations including 
the National Judicial College, the National Development and Research Institutes, the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court 
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Judges, the National Drug Court Institute, and the Justice Management Institute.  She is also currently an adjunct professor at 
California State University—Chico in the Department of Political Science. 

Ms. Pfeifer holds Bachelor’s Degrees in Social Work and Psychology, and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration. 

Srivani Tangella, MPH 

Program Associate, Children and Family Futures 
 
Ms. Tangella currently serves as a Program Associate for the National Family Drug Court TTA.  In this role, she 
provides technical assistance and support for several substance abuse and child-welfare related projects.  Ms. 
Tangella transitioned to this position from the Research and Evaluation Division, where she assisted in a range 
of evaluation activities, including data management, administering and developing surveys, preparing 
evaluation reports, and other related research tasks.  Prior to her position at CFF, she worked directly with 

children from low-income families, and has various non-profit experiences that involved leading and facilitating discussion groups, 
conducting workshops, and providing referral services. 
 
Ms. Tangella received her Masters of Public Health from California State University, Long Beach and Bachelor of Arts in Public Health 
Policy from University of California, Irvine. 
 

 Russ Bermejo, MSW 
Senior Program Associate, Children and Family Futures 
 
Mr. Bermejo currently serves as a Senior Program Associate with the National Center on Substance Abuse and 
Child Welfare at Children and Family Futures (CFF).  In this capacity, he facilitates technical assistance regarding 
child welfare and substance abuse related issues for multiple projects.  He has managed the Family Drug Court 
Learning Academy since 2010 and currently serves as a Change Leader Associate for the State-wide Systems 
Reform Program (SSRP) supporting state leaders with the development and successful implementation of their 
statewide plan to increase the scale of FDCs and/or infuse FDC practices into larger systems.   Mr. Bermejo also 
served as the Performance Management Liaison providing support to six FDCs awarded by the Children Affected 

by Methamphetamine (CAM) federal grant program (2010-2014).   
 
Mr. Bermejo has 12 years of experience in public child welfare practice, including nearly 10 years as a Senior Social Worker with 
Orange County Children and Family Services.  Mr. Bermejo’s casework primarily focused on family reunification, family maintenance, 
or permanency planning.  Mr. Bermejo has extensive experience in working with children and families involved in the juvenile 
dependency court system.  Prior to joining Children and Family Futures, Mr. Bermejo served in the Philippines as an Aftercare Fellow 
for International Justice Mission, where he worked on a project aimed in preparing sex trafficking survivors for vocational training and 
employment.  Mr. Bermejo also researched and drafted best practices for reintegration of trafficking survivors, conducted think tank 
discussions and training in the aftercare community, and served as a clinical director of a safe house for newly rescued victims. 

 
Mr. Bermejo earned a BA in Sociology from the University of California, Los Angeles and a Masters in Social Work, from California 
State University, San Bernardino. 
 

Anna Rosales, MSW, PhD, ABD 
Program Associate, Children and Family Futures 
 
Ms. Rosales currently serves as a Program Associate for Children and Family Futures (CFF) for the National 
Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare.  In her role as Program Associate, she provides technical 
assistance in cross-systems collaboration in various projects including assistance in research and evaluation. 
Prior to becoming a full-time staff member, Ms. Rosales served as a social worker for 14 years in the areas of 
foster care, family preservation, early intervention, homelessness, and research and evaluation.  For the past 7 
years, she has been an adjunct online faculty member in Psychology at Northeastern University.  She is also an 
online Section Instructor for Human behavior as well as Social Policy I & II (MSW) at Boston University School 
of Social Work.  She has also been an adjunct faculty member in the School of Social Work at California State 

University, Long Beach since 2014, where she teaches research methods and direct practice with children and families.  
 
Ms. Rosales is currently a PhD Candidate (ABD) in the Interdisciplinary Sociology and Social Work program at Boston University.  She 
holds a Master’s Degree in Social Work from California State University, Long Beach, with a concentration in Children and Families.  



She graduated with a Masters of Arts in Psychology from Pepperdine University and a Bachelors of Arts in Psychology with a Minor in 
Spanish from California State University, Dominguez Hills. 
 

Ashay Shah, MSW 
Research Associate, Children and Family Futures 
 
Mr. Shah serves as a Research Associate for the Doris Duke Foundation funded Prevention and Family Recovery 
(PFR) initiative and works closely with PFR grantees providing support for performance outcome measurement 
and process improvement, including quantitative and qualitative data analysis.  Mr. Shah is an experienced 
evaluator and social work professional with 4 years of experience in special education, prevention and early 
intervention services, and substance abuse services. His experience in direct service and research allows him to 
design, develop, and implement evaluations that measure and report on outcomes, process improvements, and 
program effectiveness while maintaining sensitivity to the population being served.  Mr. Shah is experienced in 

rigorous quantitative data analysis, geographical data analysis, cost analysis, qualitative data analysis and interpretation as well as 
instrument development, design and implementation.  He also has experience working directly with program staff and presenting 
relevant findings.  Mr. Shah received a Masters in Social Work from the University of Southern California and a Bachelor of Arts in 
International Studies with a minor in Humanities and Law. 
 
 

Margaret Lloyd, MS, PhD Candidate 
Research Project Coordinator, School of Social Welfare, University of Kansas 
 
Ms. Lloyd currently serves as evaluator for a SAMHSA-funded Family Drug Court Expansion Project with Dr. Jody 
Brook at the University of Kansas School of Social Welfare (KUSSW).  Ms. Lloyd assists with project management 
and is involved in every aspect of the evaluation planning and implementation.  Additionally, Ms. Lloyd works on 
two Federal Regional Partnership Grants serving child welfare involved families affected by parental substance 
abuse in Oklahoma and Iowa.  From 2012-2014, Ms. Lloyd worked on a SAMHSA Children Affected by 
Methamphetamine (CAM) grant under Dr. Brook, including conducting quantitative and qualitative research on 

FDC best practices.  Most recently, Ms. Lloyd participated in the National Strategic Planning Meeting on Family Drug Courts where she 
contributed knowledge regarding the state of research on FDCs and provided recommendations for future research priorities.  Prior to 
beginning her PhD, Ms. Lloyd was a civil litigation paralegal and worked in a therapeutic setting with youth affected by familial 
substance issues, as well as adolescents and adults in recovery.   
 
Ms. Lloyd earned her Bachelors of Arts in Psychology from the University of Arizona and her Masters of Science in Psychology from 

Avila University.  She is currently a doctoral candidate and research project coordinator at KUSSW.  Her dissertation research focuses 

on the intersection of poverty and parental substance abuse in the child welfare system. 


